THE SCIENCE BEHIND SOLAROVENS

Name: Date:

The oven in your kitchen runs on gas or electricity. Evenif a
home (and its appliances) uses solar panels, the energy that those panels
gather from the sun is converted to electricity. However, a solar oven skips
that kind of conversion. Rather than changing solar energy to electricity, a
solar oven collects light particles and turns them into heat.

This might come as a surprise. On its own, sunlightisn't hot.
Sunlight is simply energy that travels in waves. The warm feeling of sunlight
on your face is not delivered by these waves of light particles. No, the
heat is actually generated by the interaction between the light waves
and your skin. Light particles, called photons, mingle with the molecules in
your skin. That interaction is how heat is developed.

This same heat-producing interaction is what happens in a solar
oven. The oven is built with materials that do two things. First, the materials
create an interaction with the sun. This interaction creates the heat.
Second, the materials collect and trap the heat in the oven. The basic
concept of a solar oven is pretty simple. They are specially designed to
absorb more energy than they release.

The most basic solar ovens display these concepts perfectly.
They’re usually boxes that are topped with plastic or glass. This covering
lets the light particles into the box. It generates heat without letting the
heat escape. The inside of the box is usually lined with dark-colored
material that absorbs heat. (That’s why people avoid wearing dark t-shirts
on a hot day.) The box is designed to generate heat, trap it, and cook
whatever’s inside. That’s how a solar oven works.

1. In order for a solar oven to work, what must the
materials chosen to create it do?

2. Explain the specific purpose of each material.

Material Purpose

Plastic covering

Dark-colored material to
line the inside of the box
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Name:

SOLAR OVEN PREDICTIONS

Date:

1. Make a list of materials that you think we could use to make our solar
ovens. Explain why you chose each material.

2. What treat do you want to make in the solar oven? Make a
prediction about how long it will take for the solar oven to cook the

treat.
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SOLAR OVENS

Name: Date:

Make a list of the materials you will use to create your solar oven. Then
write the purpose for each material in the table.

Material Purpose
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SOLAR OVEN OBSERVATIONS

K Name: Date:

Use the table below to record the temperature and what you observe
while your solar oven is heating up your treat.

Time Temperature Observation
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SOLAR OVEN

Name: Date:

1. In the space below, make a sketch of your completed solar oven.
Label the different materials and the purpose of each.
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2. What could you have done differently to create a more efficient solar
oven? Explain how this change would have made your solar oven more
efficient.
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